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Appeal of the Russian Orthodox Church’s Holy Synod
to Orthodox Christians in Ukraine who are out of unity
with the Holy Church

Dear Brothers and Sister Beloved in the Lord,

For over twenty years now there have been continued disorders generated by the church schism in
Ukraine. Discord and confusion, faction and grievance it has brought cannot but affect the life of
Ukrainian Orthodoxy and the society as a whole. The schism has had an impact on people’s lives and
frustrated harmony in families and society. But its most terrible result is that a considerable part of the
faithful has remained to this day outside communion with the grace-giving fullness of Universal
Orthodoxy. They are deprived of an opportunity to venerate the common shrines of One Church, to pray
together with their brothers and sisters in faith, to partake of the Precious Body and Blood of Christ from
one Cup; because the principal disaster, to which a schism inevitably leads, is a diminishment of divine
grace. According to the first canon of St. Basil the Great, it is indisputable that in communities that have
separated themselves from church communion, grace ceased to be imparted when the continuity was
broken, for... they who were broken off had become laymen no longer able to confer on others that
grace of the Holy Spirit from which they themselves are fallen away.

In recent times, we have been receiving an increasing number of testimonies that many of those who
have left the church fold are becoming oppressed by their present situation. It is even sadder for us as
we, in the Apostle’s words, have opened wide our hearts to you. We are not withholding our affection
from you, but you are withholding yours from us (2 Cor. 6:11-2). What can be more desired that the
return of fallen-away brothers into the saving fold of One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church? It would
be a genuine triumph of Orthodoxy, a triumph of the love of Christ! We pray for the coming of an hour
when those who have diverted into a schism will naturally and freely state their wish to come back to the
Church’s fold, for the longed-for day which will bring peace and salvation to many worn-out souls. And
we believe it will come.

It is sinful and fatal for the soul to live in a schism. There is nothing more fearful for a Christian than to
die outside the Church. Many of those who thought about coming back failed to find the strength to do it;
others were held back by external circumstances. But these circumstances are becoming things of the
past. Now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). The door of the Church is
open. And we are ready to welcome all those who are coming back under her shelter. For, in the words
of St. Gregory the Theologian, We do not seek to vanquish our brothers, but to join with them again, as



our separation grieves us.

There is nothing humiliating in repentance to which all are led by God’s grace, His humbleness and
patience. And there are no obstacles which prevent people from returning to church communion in
which, like in heaven, there will be more rejoicing over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine

righteous persons who do not need to repent (Lk. 15:7).

Sometimes a question is raised about the way of accepting back to the Church those to whom the
Sacraments including Baptism were administered in the schism. As the age-old church experience has
shown, divine grace always heals what is infirm and completes what is lacking. According to St.
Cyprian of Carthage, outside the Church there is no salvation. But it is the Church and the Church alone
who can fill what happened outside her saving fold with grace and true meaning. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, she will decide on the ways to accept her children.

We grieve for the disrupted church unity and pray that all those who are outside communion with the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church may return. We ask All-Merciful God that Christ Who is the way and the
truth and the life (Jn. 14:6) may guide all on the path of love and unanimity.

Ayarintol ev Kupiw adeApol kat adeAPeg!

Edw kat elkoat xpovia mA€ov ouvexilovtal oL avwualieg oL oroleg opelAovTal 0TO EKKANCLACTLKO
oxlopa otnv Oukpavia. Ot duxaopol kat oL cuyxUoeLg, oL dtOvoLeg Kal Ta apdriova, Ta ornoia
EMEPEPE, O Uropouv rapd va ernpedlouv tn {wr TNG oukpavikrig Opbodotiag katl TnG Kowvwviag
YeviKd. To oxlopa doknoe apvnTikn enidpaon oTLg {weG Twv avBpwTiwy kabwg kat diatdpa&e tnv
OLKOYEVELAKT KAl TNV KOWWVLKY opogwvia. Ouwg to 1o poRepd anoTeAeoud Tou tav To OTL €va
ONUAVTLIKO HEPOG TWV TILOTWV PEXPL ONHEPA EUPIOKETAL EKTOG TNG KOLVWVIAG PE TO EUAOYNUEVO
nmAnpwpa g Owkoupeviknig Opbodotiag. Xtepouvtal Tn duvaToTNTa va MPOCKUVIioouv Ta kowvd Lepd
™™g Miag EkkAnolag, va mpooeuyovtal pall e TOUG OUOTILOTOUG KAl VA KOWVWVHOOUV Twv AXpdvTwv
2 wpatog kat Alpatog tou XpLoTtou aro 1o (8Lo MNoTriplo. AdTL n XELPATEPN CUPPOPd, 0TV orola
odnyel avanogeukta To oXiopa, elvat n ENAewyn tng Oclag XApLtog. ZUhgpuwva Pe ToV PWTo Kavova
Tou Aylou Baol\elou Tou MeydAou eivatr avapgpiBoAa OTL OTLG KOWVWVIEG, OL OTIo(EG armoKOTINKav arod
TNV EKKANCLAOTLKNA Kowwvia, eMEALITE yap n uetddoot g (tng xapttog tou Ayiou lNveguatog)

@ dlakornvatl tnv akoAouBiav...Oi €, aropgpayevteg, Aaikol yevouevol, oUte tod Bantilctv, oUte

100 XelpoTOVETV £l)0Vv £Eouaiav, oUte ROUVato xdptv MveduaTtog dyiou ETEPOLG MAPEXELV, NG



QuUTOl EKTIEMTWKAOL.

Ta teAeutaia Aaupdvoupe OAeQ KaL TIEPLOOOTEPES PAPTUPLEG YLa TO OTL oL TIoAAoL ard Toug
eykataAeiyavteg Tn udvdopa tng EKKAnciag otevoxwpouvTal yia Tn onpepLvr Toug Katdotaon.
Akdua o BALBePO elval yla pag, cUugpwva pe Tov AOCTOAO: TO OTdUAa NUWV AVEWYE MPOG UMAG...N
Kapdila nu@v nenAdtuvral- ou OTeVoXwpPeloBe v nuiv, oTevoxwpelobe O v TOIG OTTIAAYXVOLG
uu@v- (B Kop. 6. 11-12). Tu neploodtepa pnopel va embupniost Kavelg €L un TNV ETOTPOP! Twv
anooXLoBevTwy adeApwyv 0Tn ocwTrpla ydvdpa tng Miag, Aylag, KaBoAkng kat ATTOOTOAKNAG
EkkAnoiag; Auto B8a ritav o aAnBwvog Bpiaupog tng Opbodotiag, o Bpiappfog Tng aydrnng Tou
Xprotou! MNpooeuxduaoTe yLa va €pBetL ekelvn n wpa dTav oL MPOCoXwWENoAVTEG 0TO oXioua Ba
embuprioouv eAelbepa kat aplacTta va enaveABouv oToug KOATIoUG TNG EkkAnaiag, yia va €ABeL
ekelvn n nUEPQ, n orola Ba PEPEL TNV ELPHVN Kal TN owtnpla o€ MOAAEQ eEavTAnuEVEG Yuxeg. Kat
roteUoupe OTL AuTr N NUEPA Ba €ABEL OTIWOONTIOTE.

Elval apaptwAd kat wuxoBAaBeg va LeL kavelg yeoa oto oxiopa. Ouwg dev uttdpxel Tinote
PoReEPATEPO YLa €vav XpLoTLavo va nebdvel ektog tTng EkkAnolag. MNMoAAol and ekelvoug, oL oroiot
OKEPTNKAV yLa TNV eToTpogr dev Bprikav uEoa Toug SUVANELG HEXPL TO TEAOG TNG (wng TOUG, EVW OL
dAAoL e uropoucayv va To KAvVouv AOYw TwV eEWTEPLKWY TEPLOTATEWV. Ouwg AUTEQ OL TIEPLOTATELG
ylvovtal mapeABdv. /600 onjuepa givat o kaipoG dekTOG kai n nuepa ocwtnpiag (B Kop. 6. 2). H népta
otnv EkkAnola ivat avouy . Kat epeiq elpaoTte €toluol va dexBoupe OAoug 000l ETILOTPEPOVTAL UTIO
TN OTEYN TNG. ALOTL KABWG A€eL 0 Aylog [Mpnyodplog 0 @coAdyog, Oev EMALWKOUUE TN VIKN aAAd tThv
EMOTPOPN TWV AOEAPWYV, O XWPLOMOG LIE TOUG OTTOIOUG A G OTEVOXWPEL .

2.Tn getdvolq, ipog TV oroia odnyouuacTe OAoL Ye Tn Xdpn Tou Ocou, Tnv Taneivwon Tou kat tnv
MakpoBuuia, dev urtdpxel Tinote eEeuTEALOTIKO. Kal dev untdpyouv ¢ppayuol, oL oroloL va pnv
ETILTPETOUV OTOUG avBpWIoug va emaveABouv oTnv EKKANCLACTIKA Kowvwvia, va ernaveABouv eKel,
OTou gav 0Toug oupavoug Ba uttdpxeL N MePLOCOTEPN XaPA £l VI QUAPTWAQ UETAVOOUVTL ) ETTL

gvevikovta evvea dikaiolg, oitiveg ou xpeiav £xouotv uetavoiag (Ak. 15. 7).

Eviote tiBeTal TO EpwTNPA YLa TOV TPOTIO NG £vTta&éng otnv EkkAnola ekeivwy, Twv omnoiwv ta
MuoTtrpla, cuptiepthaupavopsevwy Kat Twv Muotnpiwv tou Ayiou Bantiopatog, tTeA€oBnkav otav
euplokovto oto oxlopa. Kabwg deixvel n yakpaiwvn nelpa g EkkAnoiag, n 6ia xydpn, n ornoia
Bcparievel Ta aoBevn kat avanAnpol ta eAAsirovta, evepyel ue dlaPope TIKOUG TPOTIOUG.
2uupwva ue tov Ayto Kuripiavo Kapfayevng, ektoG EkkAnoiag dev urigpxet n owtnpia. la auto
70 AOYyo n EkkAnolia kat n autn Uovo UITOPEL va YeUIOEL UE TN Xapn Kat to aAnBLvo vonua oAa
eKelva ta oroia £ytvav EKToG NG owthplag ¢ uavopag. Odnyouguevn ue to Ayio lNvegua Ba
KPIVEL OXETIKA UE TOUG TPOTIOUG TNG £vTaéng Twv TEKVWV QUTHG.



2 TevoXwpouuaoTe yla tn dtactiacBeioa evoTnTa KAt MPOCEUXOUACTE YLa TNV ETLOTPOPT] OAWV, OL
ortoiloL euplokovTal eKTOG TNG Kowvwviag pe Tnv OpbddoEn EkkAnoia tng Oukpaviag. MapakaAouue
Tov MNavolktrppwva Ocd, wote 0 XpLoTtog, o Onolog elval yovog n 000¢, n aAnbeia kat n {wn (lw.

14.6), va 0dnynoet 0Aoug oTnv Mopeia TnG aydrng Kat TG opopwviag.
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