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12th Session of Joint Theological Commission
for Orthodox-Catholic Dialogue held in Vienna

The 12th Session of the Joint Theological Commission for Dialogue Between the Roman Catholic
Church and Orthodox Churches began its work on 22 September 2010 in Vienna.

The commission is co-chaired by Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Patriarchate of Constantinople, and
Archbishop Kurt Koch, president of Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.

Each Local Orthodox Church is represented by two delegates. Representing the Moscow Patriarchate
are Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk, DECR chairman, and Prof. Archpriest Valentin Asmus, St.
Tikhon’s Orthodox Humanitarian University. Archimandrite Kirill Govorun, chairman of the Russian
Orthodox Church’s education committee, participates in the meeting as consultant.

Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn, Archbishop of Vienna, and Metropolitan Michael of Vienna,
Patriarchate of Constantinople, welcomed the participants.

The first day was mainly devoted to the methods of further work on the theme ‘The Primacy of the
Bishop of Rome in the First Millennium’. Participants exchanged views on the status to be given to the
document on this theme, which was partly considered by the previous meeting of the Commission.

In the evening, Vienna Burgomaster Michael Haupl gave dinner in honour of the participants in the
session.

The 12th session of the commission will work till September 26.
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