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Primates of the Orthodox Churches of Greece
and Russia celebrate Divine Liturgy at the Church of St.
Panteleimon in Athens

On 2 June 2013, the fifth Sunday after Pascha, His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia
and His Beatitude Archbishop Hieronymos Il of Athens and All Greece celebrated the Divine Liturgy at
the Chu5ch of St. Panteleimon in Athens.

Concelebrating were ordained members of the Moscow Patriarchate delegation, Metropolitan Prokopios
of Philippe, Neapolis and Thasos, Metropolitan Kosmas of Etolia and Akarnania, Metropolitan Pavlos of
Sissanion and Siatista; Metropolitan Dionysios of Korinthos; Bishop Prokopios of Christianoupolis; and
Bishop Gabriel of Diavlia.

Praying in the sanctuary were Archbishop Damianos of Sinai, Pharan and Raitho, head of the
Autonomous Archbishopric of Sinai, and archpastors of the Church of Greece.

The divine service, which gathered many worshippers, was celebrated in the Greek and Church
Slavonic languages. His Holiness Patriarch Kirill made some exclamations in the Greek.

The Greek Byzantine Choir of the combined Russian Choir Panagia Sumela sang at the Liturgy.

The Greek ERTI TV-channel made a live broadcast from the church.

After the communion verse Archbishop Hieronymos addressed Patriarch Kirill, saying in particular that
unity of the Church is not a given, but is confirmed by experience. Unity is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, a
constant deed of church community, and reflection of communion in the Holy Trinity.”

In his address to Archbishop Hieronymos, Patriarch Kirill said, inter alia: “We state that the ordering of

life according to the laws of charity and moral purity is always topical. There should be no private
interests that could cloud our unity in faith. The main thing for us is our inner burning spirit.”
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