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His Holiness Patriarch Kirill's appeal regarding tragic
events in Syria

His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia made an appeal with regard to tragic events in
Syria.

Your Graces the archpastors, all-honourable fathers, dear brothers and sisters!

Syria has been suffering from ongoing hostilities for nearly two years. Tens of thousands of people have
died, many of them were civilians - old people, women and children.

Our brothers in faith constitute a considerable part of the Syrian people: the centre of an oldest
Orthodox Patriarchate, Patriarchate of Antioch, is located in the city of Damascus. At present human
blood is being shed in the streets of this city which remembers St Paul and heroic deeds and labours of
ancient saints. Orthodox Christians and Muslims used to live side by side in peace in this Biblical land
where the shrines are being desecrated, churches are being profaned, and Christians are being driven
out of their houses, persecuted and often tortured and killed.

Houses are ruined, infrastructure is destroyed, people lack for food and medicaments; and many are
homeless. Some people have gone to their relatives, others have found shelter at special centres, still
others had to flee to neighbouring countries with nobody to welcome them there.

Our people endured similar hardships not long ago. Thousands of our compatriots, many bishops,
priests, monks and laypeople among them, were killed in the years of revolution, civil war and
persecutions against the Church. We venerate the exploit of the Russian new martyrs and confessors,
and we must not be indifferent when we see innocent blood being shed.

We cannot stop this war, but we can pray zealously for its soonest cessation and help the suffering
people, including our Christian brothers.

Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us in His Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37) who we should
regard as our neighbor: the one who needs help, even if he or she has another views, confesses another
faith or lives in another place. Such was the man, who had suffered at the hands of robbers, for the
Good Samaritan.

| ask you to respond to Christ’s appeal and help our neighbours, who are now in particular need of



support and sympathy.

For this purpose, | give my blessing to organize a fund-raising on the next Sunday in all churches of the
Russian Orthodox Church to help the needy in Syria. Money should be transferred to accounts of the
Synodal Department for Church Charity and Social Service which is charged to coordinate this good
initiative. The money collected will be transferred to the Patriarchate of Antioch.

| am praying for the end of bloodshed and for peace in the land of Syria. | hope that our offerings will be
pleasing to God.

+Kirill

Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia

PekBunanTtol CnHoganbHOro otaena no Ll,epKOBHOI7I 6J'IaI'OTBOpI/ITeﬂbHOCTVI

MNpaBocnaBHas penurnoaHas opraHnsaumst OTaen no LepkoBHOM 61aroTBOPUTENBHOCTY 1 COLIMANIbHOMY
cnyxenuio Pycckoit NpasocnasHom Liepkeu (Mockosckoro lNatpuapxara)

Appec: 109004, r. Mocksa, yn. Hukonosimckas, o. 57, ctp. 7

WNHH 7709048164, KIM 770901001, OI'PH 1037739255762

Cuert B 6aHke «MeTpokoMMepL,»:

PacuyeTHbIi cyeT: 40703810200000001493
k/c 30101810700000000352

BVK 044525352

B OAQ 6aHk «[Metpokommepu» r. Mockea

B rpadpe «Ha3HaveHve nnatexa» cnegyet ykasbiBatb: «[Tomowb Cupumn»

For transfer in dollars (USD):

BENEFICIARY:

NAME: PRO Department for church charity and social service of the Russian Orthodox Church
(Moscow’s Patriarchate)

Address: 109004, Russian Federation, Moscow, st. Nikoloyamskaya, d. 57 build. 7
Beneficiary Bank:

OJSC Bank Petrocommerce

Bank’s Address: 127051, Russian Federation, Moscow, st. Petrovka, d. 24, str. 1



SW.ILF.T.: P TRBRUMM
Account number/IBAN: 40703840400100001493
DETAILS OF PAYMENT: Donation for Syria

For transfer in euros (EUR):

NAME: PRO Department for church charity and social service of the Russian Orthodox Church
(Moscow’s Patriarchate)

Address: 109004, Russian Federation, Moscow, Moscow, st. Nikoloyamskaya, d. 57 build. 7
Beneficiary Bank:

OJSC Bank Petrocommerce

Bank’s Address: 127051, Russian Federation, Moscow, st. Petrovka, d. 24, str. 1

S.W.LF.T.: PTRBRUMM

Account number/IBAN: 40703978000100001493

DETAILS OF PAYMENT: Donation for Syria
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