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Meeting of the working group on academic cooperation
between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Coptic
Church

May 18, 2015 – The Ss Cyril and Methodius Institute of Post-Graduate Studies (CMI) hosted a meeting
of the working group on the development of academic cooperation between the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Coptic Church.

The Coptic Church was represented by Rev. Paul Abdelsayed, deputy dean of the Ss Athanasius and
Cyril Seminary, Los Angeles, USA, and Rev. Poules Halim, press secretary of the Coptic Church.
Participating in the meeting from the Moscow Patriarchate were Hieromonk Stephen (Igumnov),
secretary for inter-Christian relations, Department for External Church Relations (DECR), Hieromonk
Ioann (Kopeikin), CMI pro-rector for training, Hieromonk Roman (Modin), Kazan Seminary pro-rector for
training, D. Serov, assistant to secretary of the Moscow Patriarchate commission for students
exchange, and S. Alferov, DECR.

The questions under discussion included prospects for the development of cooperation in the academic



area, particularly, the establishment of regular faculty and students exchange between the educational
institutions of the two Churches. The meeting also discussed joint projects in Biblical theology and
patrology to be implemented in academic conferences and experts’ meetings.

The meeting was held in pursuance of agreements concluded by Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All
Russia and the Coptic Patriarch Theodore II during the latter’s visit to Russia in October-November
2014 as well as the ROC Holy Synod decisions of May 5, 2015, on the establishment of a Bilateral
Commission for dialogue between the two Churches. The Commission’s special groups are to develop
cooperation in monastic, academic and media areas, in pilgrimage and exchange of experience in
missionary ministry and social service, to coordinate efforts in opposing various manifestations of
Christianophobia and defending traditional moral values and to promote theological dialogue.
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