‘-" THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
%, . Department for External Church Relations

Representative of the Russian Orthodox Church meets
with Maronite Patriarch Béchara Al-Rai

On 11 February 2016, His Beatitude Patriarch Béchara Al-Rai of the Maronite Church received
Hegumen Arseniy (Sokolov), representative of the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia to the Patriarch
of Antioch and All the East. The meeting took place at the residence of the Maronite patriarchs in
Bkerke, Lebanon.

The participants in the meeting discussed the forthcoming meeting of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of
Moscow and All Russia with Pope Francis, due to take place in Cuba on February 12. They expressed
their firm belief that this unprecedented meeting of the Primates of the Russian and the Roman Catholic
Churches would help all people of good will combine their efforts to defend the persecuted Christians of
the Middle East, first and foremost, those who live in war-torn Syria and Iraqg.

Among the issues raised at the meeting were acute political crisis in Lebanon and humanitarian
problems, website of the Representation of the Russian Orthodox Church in Lebanon reports.
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The Maronite Church is the largest Christian confession in Lebanon. According to the tradition, the
president of this country must be a Maronite Christian.
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