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Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk’s new book to be
presented in Moscow

On July 22, 2016, the new book by Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk “The Beginning of the Gospel”
will be presented at the assembly hall of the Ss Cyril and Methodius Institute of Post-Graduate Studies.
It is the first book in the series of six volumes collectively entitles “Jesus Christ. Life and Teaching”.

The series is biographical since it focuses on the human story of Jesus Christ. The author seeks to
reconstruct the living image of Jesus on the basis of sources and to present His teaching as it is
reflected in the Gospels. Special attention in the first book of the series is given to His character traits
and worldview and the peculiarities of His ways of communication with people.

The book “The Beginning of the Gospel” is opened with an introduction devoted to the major areas of
the New Testaments research today. The author makes a critical assessment of the search for
“historical Jesus” outside the church tradition and offers his own method of research into the Gospels,
which is then consistently applied in the sections on the initial chapters of the four Gospels. Difficult
questions of the Bible studies, including the so-called contradictions in the Gospels, are not passed over
in silence but on the contrary consistently and thoroughly analyzed.



The series “Jesus Christ. Life and Teaching” will be continued by the following books: “Sermon on the
Mount”, “Miracles of Jesus”, “Parables of Jesus”, “The Lamb of God. Jesus in the Gospel of John”,
“Death and Resurrection”. The monumental six-volume work is called to give answers to the principal
questions about Jesus Christ: “What is it thatJesus has brought to people and why the modern man
needs Him? Two thousand years have elapsed since the time in which He lived and taught: why is His
image and preaching are still relevant? What is it that Jesus can give us as people living in the 21st
century with all its complexities, challenges, problems and tragedies?”

In the book, there are 800 pages, over 300 illustrations and over a thousand and a half references to
Holy Scriptures. It is supplied with an index of Bible quotations and an index of names.

The presentation of the book will be attended by:

Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk – the author of the book, chairman of the Department for External
Church Relations, rector of the Ss Cyril and Methodius Institute of Post-Graduate Studies, chairman of
the Synodal Biblical and Theological Commission;

Bishop Tikhon of Yegoryevsk, abbot of the Sretensky Patriarchal Monastery, chairman of the
Patriarchal Council for Culture;

V. Legoida, head of the Synodal Department for Church-Society and Mass Media Relations;

Specialists in the New Testament, journalists and representatives of the public.

Accreditation to the presentation is open till 20:00 on July 21: konstantin.chernyaev@doctorantura.ru,
www.doctorantura.ru. Contacts: Konstantin Chernyaev, Tel.: +7 (495) 721-80-32, + 7 (926) 376-83-70.

The presentation will take place at the assembly hall of the Ss Cyril and Methodius Institute of Post-
Graduate Studies. It will begin at 11:00; the guests are to assemble from 10:00 to 10:50.
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