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Reception marking 8th anniversary of enthronement
of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill takes place at the
Cathedral of Christ the Saviour
On 1 February 2017, the 8th anniversary of enthronement of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and
All Russia, a reception was given at the Cathedral of Christ the Saviour, following the Divine Liturgy.

Among those addressing His Holiness with speeches of greetings were Metropolitan Juvenaly of
Krutitsy and Kolomna, Patriarchal vicar for the Moscow diocese; Metropolitan Alexander of Astana and
Kazakhstan, head of the Metropolitan area in the Republic of Kazakhstan; Mr. Vyacheslav Volodin,
chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation; Metropolitan Vladimir of Chișinău and All
Moldova; Metropolitan Nifon of Philippopolis, representative of the Patriarch of Antioch and All the East
to the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia; Metropolitan Vikenty of Tashkent and Uzbekistan, head of
the Central Asian Metropolitan area; Metropolitan Pavel of Minsk and Zaslavsk, Patriarchal Exarch for
All Belarus; Mr. Vitaly Suchkov, head of the Department of National Policy, Interregional Relations and
Tourism of Moscow; and Mr. Alexei Ostrovsky, governor of the Smolensk region.

Congratulating Patriarch Kirill on behalf of representatives of the Local Orthodox Churches, Metropolitan
Nifon of Philippopolis said in particular:

“Your Holiness, the day of your elevation to the Throne of Moscow and All Russia is of great importance
not only for your millions-strong flock, but for the whole Christian and especially Orthodox world.”

“Being an uncompromising defender of the Orthodox faith, you bring to people the glad tidings of
Christ’s unchanging truth. For over twenty years your TV programme “The Pastor’s Word” has being
showing to its viewers the way to the truth. As for your books, they open up before their readers the
correlation between freedom and responsibility.

“Rejoice now, the Russian Church, for your Primate is a fisher of men who strives to lead his people to
salvation! The unique many-sided personality of the Russian Patriarch inspires respect and admiration
all over the world among those who read his books and hear his presentations at various international
forums and conferences.

“Your Holiness, the Orthodox world sees in you a man who continues the apostolic labours, an apologist
of Christianity, a defender of moral values.



“Greeting you with the anniversary of your enthronement, we, representatives of the Local Orthodox
Churches to the Holy Throne of Russia, ask the Lord to grant you the weakness that St Paul writes
about (2 Cor 12:9), so that nothing might prevent God from working through you. May the Lord protect
you for many years to the glory of Him Who is the way, the truth, and the life (Jn 14:6).”

The Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church thanked all those present, saying in particular:

“First of all, I am grateful to you for your prayers, which I am aware of and which give me spiritual
support. Even when my physical and sometimes spiritual energies are strained to the limit, I feel that
new ideas and an inspiration come, realizing that it can have nothing to do with human powers.
Therefore, I ask you to continue to commemorate me in your prayers, because sincere prayer reaches
God, and the Lord helps through your prayers.”

“There has always been conciliarity in the Church, and decisions have been taken, based on a wide-
raging discussion. Recently the Inter-Council Presence completed its plenary session. For the two days
we edited two documents. It is not an easy task for 150 people to draft a text, with everyone having an
opportunity to express his or her opinion and put forward proposals. However, we managed to prepare
the balanced text. Neither the Patriarch nor even the Synod would be able to do what we did together –
bishops, clergy, laypeople, men and women, young and old – all those who took an active part in the
discussion.”

As His Holiness noted, much of what seems impossible is done in the Church through the prayers of the
faithful. “We send up our prayer to God, and in response God grants us His grace, that is why the
Church is invincible, and the gates of hell will never prevail against her,” he said, “It does not mean that
we must do nothing. The Lord never helps the idle, those who refuse to make their part of the journey. If
we do all we can the Lord will succor us.”

After the reception, His Holiness Patriarch Kirill was greeted by the members of the Holy Synod,
bishops, representatives of the Local Orthodox Churches and Synodal institutions, hegumens of
stavropegic monasteries, and the clergy at the Throne Hall of the Patriarchal Chambers of the Cathedral
of Christ the Saviour.
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