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Holy Synod voices support to the canonical Ukrainian
Orthodox Church
On April 4, 2019, the Holy Synod under the chairmanship of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and
All Russia discussed the situation in Ukraine (Minutes 21).

Members of the Synod resolved to support the Statement of the Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of April 3. It reads: “The idea of overcoming the church schism in Ukraine by the granting of the
Tomos of autocephaly to the uncanonical church groups (“UOC-KP” and “UAOC”) has turned out to be
an error. None of the Local Orthodox Churches has recognized this illegal act perpetrated by the
Patriarchate of Constantinople while a large part of the Local Churches, including the Churches of
Antioch, Russia, Serbia, Cyprus, Albania, Poland and Orthodox Church of the Czech Lands and
Slovakia, have already expressed in various forms their disagreement with the decisions made by the
Patriarchate of Constantinople. The Local Churches have also stated that they did not recognize the
newly created “Orthodox Church of Ukraine” as well as consecrations performed in this structure and
prohibit their clergy to have any prayerful contacts and liturgical concelebration with its representatives
in any form whatsoever. Thus, there was no reception, in other words acceptance, by world Orthodoxy
of the actions perpetrated by the Patriarchate of Constantinople; which, in fact, has attempted to legalise
the schism. Indeed, the legalization of the schism is not a way along which church unity can be
achieved. We remind you that according to the historical-canonical tradition of the Church, autocephaly
is granted only to a one Church within a certain state, and not to any part that has broken off from the
Body of the Church.”

The Holy Synod voiced full support to the canonical Ukrainian Orthodox Church which is undergoing
hardships.

The participants in the meeting underscored that the plenitude of the Russian Orthodox Church highly
appreciates courage and firmness of the bishops, clerics, monks and nuns and pious laypersons of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the time of persecutions unleashed against it by the current state
authorities of Ukraine.

Source: https://mospat.ru/en/news/46484/
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